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Dear Parents 

READING AT HOME 

We want every child to make good progress as readers and to encourage them to become life-

long readers.  To that end we provide high quality reading and reference books in school.  

Every child from Reception to Year 6 has a school reading book and a reading record. Children 

in Nursery will all have a book as the year progresses. 

I have been doing some checks on children’s reading recently and have found a number of 

children who have either not been taking books home or have left them at home.     

I think it would be useful to remind all parents (and children) of the school’s expectations: 

 Reading books and reading records should be in school every day. 

 Children are expected to bring their reading books and reading records home at the end 

of every day. 

 An adult should hear their child read at least 4 times a week.  (although it would be 

much more beneficial if they were heard at home every day) 

 The adult should mark in the child’s reading record that they have heard their child read 

on each occasion. 

 I have discussed the issue with all our children and explained that it is their 

responsibility to remember to take their book home and bring it back to school the next 

day.  We do accept that some of our youngest children in Reception and Year One may 

need help to remember, but older children should be able to manage their own reading 

books  (Some children find this hard to comprehend and still insist “my mum didn’t put it 

in my bag”.  This is not an excuse we accept and use this as an opportunity to make the 

children more aware of what are their responsibilities). 

 I would also like to ask that school reading books are looked after carefully.  You may be 

aware that school budgets are very tight and we don’t want to waste money replacing 

books that should have been better cared for.  Should a book become damaged at 

home, and we recognise this may happen occasionally, we would ask you that you let 

us know so that we may try to repair the book. 

We do check that children are taking home and bringing their books into school on a daily basis.  

If you feel there is anything else we could do to improve this aspect of school please let me 

know. 
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