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About the Foundation Stage 
 

The Nursery (Foundation Stage 1) and 

Reception (Foundation Stage 2) Classes at 

Harpfield Primary Academy are situated at the 

front of the building.  The rooms are very well 

equipped and have their own separate, secure 

outdoor space with a fixed climbing frame and 

a safe play area.  Both classes can 

accommodate a maximum of 30 children.   

 

 

The staff in the Foundation Stage will be happy to answer any 

questions you may have.  Please do feel welcome to speak to 

them, if you have any concerns, at the beginning or end of the 

school day. 

 

 

The gates are open at 8.30am.  Children should be in the 

classroom by 8.40am. 
 



FOUNDATION STAGE 1 (NURSERY) 

Nursery age children are currently entitled to 15 hours of 

free child care per week.   At Harpfield we offer Education 

rather than child care but this counts as your 15 hours of 

free provision.  These sessions start at 8.30am and finish at 

11.30am.  We also offer an afternoon session which brings the 

school day for the Nursery to the same length as for children 

in the rest of the school – that is 8.30am to 2.45pm. 

The Government has subsidised 30 hours Nursery 

provision for children of working parents, and we are 

more than happy to provide these places. Having had a 

full time Nursery in the past, we are aware of the 

huge positive impact of education to children of this 

age.  We believe that full time Nursery places make an 

enormous difference to your child’s learning, social 

development and readiness for education throughout life. 

With this in mind, we would like all Nursery children to stay 

for the afternoon sessions but we will need to ask you for a 

contribution of £3.00 per day to help cover our costs, if you 

do not meet the criteria for a funded 30 hour place.  This 

goes some way towards meeting our expenses in maintaining 

appropriate child to adult ratios and renewing and replenishing 

resources. The school will be heavily subsidising this provision 

as part of our commitment to early years’ education. 

If you are in receipt of certain benefits you may be eligible 

for a reduced top-up fee, please enquire in the school office 

if you feel you may qualify.  

School meals are priced at £2.15 per day for 

Nursery children.  



FOUNDATION STAGE 2 (RECEPTION) 
 

THE SCHOOL DAY: 8.30am to 2.45pm 
 

Places in our FS2 class are full time and your child will be 

provided with a free school meal each day as part of the 

Government’s Universal Infant Free School Meal project. 
 

In Foundation Stage we operate a ‘continuous day’ to maximise 

children’s learning opportunities. This means, other than going 

to the hall to eat dinner, your child will be able to access the 

full range of learning opportunities inside or out throughout 

the day.      
 

Foundation Stage Activities 
Whilst in the Foundation Stage, we hope to provide the 

children with a wealth of experiences, both indoor and 

outdoor, to enrich their lives.   

 

These will include: 

 Quiet times when your child will learn to sit and 

listen to stories and enjoy rhymes. 

 Singing, music making and dance. 

 Creative activities – painting, drawing and making 

models and pictures with a variety of materials. 

 Imaginative role play and dressing up. 

 Spending time playing with water and sand. 

 Language activities  

 Number activities – sorting, matching and 

counting.  

 Playing outside, sometimes with large play 

equipment and soft play materials.  



Aims  
Our school mission statement is achieving success 

together. 
 

 

We aim to: 

 To provide a happy, caring, friendly and secure 

atmosphere in which all our children can participate 

in a wide variety of activities covering the seven areas of 

the Foundation Stage curriculum. 
 

 To create a school community in which a well balanced and 

planned curriculum will meet the needs of the children as 

individuals irrespective of gender, social class, creed, 

culture or intellectual capacity and which reflects and 

develops an understanding of the richness of culture in our 

society and the world. 
 

 To engender a joy of learning for its own sake and provide 

opportunities for the children to work co-operatively and 

to become independent learners. 
 

 To raise the self esteem of all our school community by 

developing their interests and habits. 
 

 To enable each child to develop their own set of spiritual 

and moral values on which to base their behaviour in and 

out of school. 
 

 To provide a successful transition from home to school and 

foster the best partnership between school, parents and 

community. 
 

 To provide a framework of discipline which encourages 

positive behaviour, both in and out of the Classroom. 



Areas of Learning 
Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 
The personal and social development of our 

children is vital.  Within the daily 

programme of activities there are many opportunities for 

children to develop personal values, understanding of self and 

others, independence, concentration and co-operation. 

Within a caring environment, children take part in cultural and 

religious events and develop a sense of mystery, awe and 

wonder. 
 

Communication and Language 
Communication and language has been placed at the heart of 

the revised Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. We 

provide children with ongoing opportunities to develop their 

vocabulary, express themselves, share their opinions and 

listen to the ideas of others. We try to do this by encouraging 

children to learn through following their own interests, and 

creating an environment rich in communicative opportunities. 

Role play, imaginative play and exploration are all key to 

develop communication and language effectively.  
 

Physical Development 
The children develop physical control, co-

ordination, mobility and an awareness of space 

and others.  They are taught to handle appropriate tools, 

objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with 

increasing control. 



Literacy  
 

In our Foundation Stage early literacy is encouraged 

throughout a wide range of learning opportunities. We help 

children to develop skills in reading and writing by following 

the ‘Development Matters’ documentation and the Foundation 

Stage curriculum. 

 

Children experience the joy and pleasure of 

books and ‘reading’.  They are encouraged to 

take library books home to enable parents to 

share in the enjoyment of reading with their child, and 

to understand that books can be an important thing in their 

lives.  When staff feel it is appropriate, children will have 

their own reading book and a selection of words to learn. 

They are involved in activities relating to some of the 

different purposes of writing.  They use pictures, symbols, 

familiar letters and words to communicate meaning. 

Writing goes way beyond a pencil and a piece of paper 

however.  

 

Mathematics 
 

The mathematical area of learning covers 

important aspects of mathematical 

understanding which provide the foundation for 

numeracy.  We focus on achievement through 

practical activities and on using and understanding language in 

the development of simple mathematical ideas. 



Expressive Arts and 

Design 
 

This area of learning develops the 

child’s imagination and the ability to 

express ideas and feelings.  Children respond through art, 

music, dance and imaginative play.  They are encouraged to use 

a wide range of materials and tools and explore sound and 

colour, texture, shape, form and space in two and three 

dimensions. 

(Children will get messy during these activities.  If you can 

send in an apron or an old shirt or T shirt to keep at school, 

this will be very helpful!) 

 

Understanding of the World 
 

Children develop knowledge and understanding of 

their environment, other people, and features 

of the natural and made world.  They begin to 

acquire skills for later learning in history, 

geography, science and technology.   

 

All children have access to a 

computer and use a variety 

of software covering many aspects of 

the curriculum. 



Planning and Assessment 
 

Within all seven areas of learning, opportunities and activities 

are planned for children to learn, through play, through 

practical experiences, through exploration and enquiry, 

through reflection and discussion, working both as an 

individual and with others.  A series of fluid 

topics or themes are used as the basis for some 

of these learning experiences, these are 

based around the children’s interests and 

suggestions. 
 

We ensure that planning for children’s learning takes into 

account their different abilities and is appropriate to the 

individual child’s stage of development.  We use personal 

assessment to track the progress of the children and these 

are used to inform the planning. 
 

We use photographs to contribute to an online learning journal 

that parents can access at home. Parents can also add their 

own observations to this system, or contribute to our 

‘Learning Together’ book.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

We very much look forward to seeing you in September. 

Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any concerns or 

require any help. 



General Information 
 

School Uniform     

Navy Blue Sweatshirt  
Grey Skirt/Trousers (Elasticated waist-band please) 

 Navy Blue Polo Shirt  

Black Shoes 

Girls may wear gingham dresses during the Summer term – 

these should be navy blue check. 

Caps/ sunhats should be provided in warm weather.  
 

Uniform displaying our logo can be purchased from Supersport 

Ltd in Leek   https://www.supersport.co.uk/schoolwear/harpfield-academy.html  
 

It is helpful if your child keeps a bag of spare clothes, 

including pants and socks at school, this helps them to feel 

comfortable should they need to change for any reason.  
 

 

PE  

Nursery and Reception children will need to bring a pale 

blue T shirt, dark blue shorts and slip on pumps to 

school for PE.  These should be left in school and will be 

sent home each half term.  This lesson will be held on a 

specific day for both classes. 
 

Please do make sure that all items of clothing are named. 
   

 Jewellery should not be worn at school, as a point 

of safety. All jewellery must be removed before a 

child takes part in a PE lesson.  Please be aware 

that this does apply to all earrings – even studs. 

https://www.supersport.co.uk/schoolwear/harpfield-academy.html


The School Day 
 

 

Coming to School - 
 The gates on to the Foundation Stage playground will 

be open from 8.30 am.  Children should be in school by 

8.40 am at the latest.  They will be encouraged to find 

their picture or name to complete self-registration, 

encouraging independence.  
 

 FS1 children are to enter at the glass doors, through 

the playground, straight into the classroom.  
 

 FS2 children are to enter through the first 

cloakroom door.  
 

 

Going Home – 

 The session ends at 2.45 pm and a member of 

staff will unlock the gate. 

 You will be welcomed into the unit to collect your child 

through the appropriate door. FS1 parents will enter 

through the glass door through the playground. FS2 

parents will enter through the first cloakroom door.  

 

School Meals 
 

Since September 2014 all children within 

Foundation Stage 2 (Reception) and Key Stage 1 

(Year 1 and Year 2) will receive free school meals. 

Dinners are charged at £2.15 per day for children in 

Foundation Stage 1 (Nursery), and we encourage you to choose 

for your child to have a school dinner, as an important part of 



their curriculum.  If you think you may be eligible for free 

school meals please enquire in the school office.  
 

School meals are healthy and plentiful, providing a balanced 

diet across the week, with a choice of meals each day, 

including a daily vegetarian option.  
 

Lunch time is a very important part of the school day for 

children in the Foundation Stage as it helps to develop their 

social skills, i.e. eating with a knife and fork, sitting at the 

table, etc. In the Foundation stage familiar members of staff 

will stay with your child over dinner time to help to teach and 

practise these skills. Children will be encouraged to try new 

foods, and the benefits of healthy eating will also be 

discussed during these times.  
 

If you prefer to provide your child with a healthy pack lunch, 

this can accommodated.  
 

Snacks  
 

Milk is available for every child under the age of 5 

each day and a piece of fruit is provided free of 

charge each day for all children up to and including 

Year 2 through Healthy Action Zone Funding.  



Medical Matters and Holidays 
 

We understand that there may be times when 

your child is not well enough to come to 

school.  It is however, very important 

for your child’s education to ensure that 

these absences are kept to a minimum.                  
 

If your child is unable to attend school for any 

reason, it is important that you ring school and inform the 

office.  In order to ensure the safety of children, we do have 

a policy of contacting home if a child is absent without reason 

and a call from you does reduce the necessity for such a call. 

 

 

Medicine 
 

If your child has been ill and is now fit for school but still on 

medication, you must make your own arrangements for 

administering medicine during school time. 

 

 

Inhalers 
 

Inhalers may be kept in school safe for children to use as the 

need arises. If inhalers have to be used in school, you will be 

required to complete a care plan with Mrs Lockett (the Home-

School Link Worker). 

 

 



Head Lice 
 

Children of this age are always more vulnerable to catching 

head lice due to the nature of their play.  It is therefore vital 

that you check your child’s hair daily.  If lice are discovered, 

Wet Combing using a generous amount of conditioner is the 

recommended treatment.  Please do not hesitate to ask if you 

require further information.  If head lice are noticed in 

school, you may be asked to fetch your child so that 

treatment can begin immediately. If your child has long hair, 

it is strongly recommended that it is tied up each day.  

 

Emergencies 
 

   On a child’s entry into school parents fill in 

a form giving addresses where they can be 

contacted during the day if their child 

becomes ill or has an accident.  It is most 

important that you inform us of any change 

of circumstances – addresses, telephone 

numbers (home or work) or family doctor, 

which would help us to act swiftly on your child’s behalf. 

 
We have trained First Aiders in the Foundation Stage and 

several other First Aid trained staff who are always on hand 

to assist children. 

 

Holidays 
 

Every day of education is precious and we will only authorise 

term time holidays in exceptional circumstances.   



General Points: 
 

 It is important that children come to school on time in 

the mornings so that they are ready to start with the 

rest of the class.  This is setting a pattern for the 

rest of their life - please be punctual. 
 

 All Foundation Stage children spend time outdoors and 

outside activities are part of the curriculum provision.  

Please do ensure that they wear suitable shoes and 

bring coats if the weather is cold or damp.  It is 

essential for children to wear sunhats/ caps to school 

and have plenty of sun-cream applied before school on 

warmer days.  
 

 Please inform us in advance if you know that your child 

will not be coming to school on time, for example if 

they have a medical appointment. 
 

 Your child must be collected by an adult.  If there is a 

change to your normal arrangements and someone 

unknown to the staff is collecting your child, please let 

us know in advance. 
 

 It is very important both to us and to the children that 

they are fully toilet trained before admission.  Children 

are often more confident in other areas of their 

learning if they feel independent in managing visits to 

the toilet.   Accidents are, however, not uncommon at 

this age and you may wish to bring a few spare items of 

clothes in a bag to hang on their peg. This can help in 

wet weather too, as puddles are very inviting!  If your 

child has spare wellies they can also be left at school. 

 



 

 

Achieving  

Success 

Together’ 

 

 

 

 
 

 
(Follow us on Twitter: @HARPFIELDST4) 

 


